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Foreword: From iime time are 
“Is this the only hospital its 
kind the United States?” The answer 
is, Yes, continental United States, 
but there are five other hospitals our 
territories which like 
Carville, are devoted exclusively the 
care and treatment patients with Han- 
sen’s disease two Hawaii, one the 
Canal Zone, one Puerto Rico, and one 
the Virgin Islands. service 
cur readers, have compiled, and pre- 
sent here, basic information the 
hospitals for Hansen’s disease under the 
American flag. 


US. Public Health Service 
Hospital, 


Carville, La. 


The Carville hospital was established 
1894, and was operated State In- 
“home” than hospital, until 
Government and became National 
operated the United 
States Public Health Service, now under 
the Department Health, Education 
and Welfare. The institution was rebuilt 
1941 cost $2,500,000, providing 
facilities for 450 ambulatory and 
hospitalized patients. has six resident 
physicians, including the Medical Officer 
Charge, resident dentist, and 
full-time non-patient Civil Service Em- 
Cost operation for the fiscal 
year ending June 1955, was $1,556,160, 
representing daily cost $13.80 per 
patient. Approximately 314 patients are 
here now. (Cost data from letter from 
Mr. Francis Ellis, Administrative Of- 
ficer, direction the Medical Ot- 
ficer Charge.) 


Gate Carville Hospital 


‘The Carville hospital occupies 350 
acre tract, located the eastern shore 
the Mississippi River, miles north- 
west New Orleans, and about 
miles south Baton Rouge. Its white, 
form quadrangle, one 
side the Infirmary, with X-ray, lab- 
oratory, operating room, clinics, 
macy, medical records department, and 
other facilities, and the other the 
recreation building which houses the- 
atre, ballroom, lounge, library, canteen 
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Recreation Building, with patio 


and post office substation. Ambulatory 
patients live two story residence 
halls, each floor with single rooms, 
bath facilities, and porches interconnect- 
screened walkways. Some the 
patients occupy privately owned cot- 
tages the rear the hospital grounds. 
golf course, tennis court, 
lighted softball diamond, acre lake, 
picnic grove and abundant garden space 
flank the buildings. Modern Protestant 
and Roman Catholic chapels blend har- 
moniously with the rest the hospital, 
and there are two resident chaplains, 
The hospital also has its own water 
purification plant and generates its own 
power. 


Infirmary 


Besides its own resident staff, the hos- 
pital enjoys the benefit the services 
outstanding consultants such 
specialities orthopedic surgery, eye, 
ear, nose and throat, psychiatry, gyn- 
ecology, dermatology, and other special- 
ities, all from the medical centers 
New Orleans. The hospital also fur- 
nishes such services physical therapy, 
with two registered PTs daily duty, 
occupational therapy, with two OTs 
duty, and medical social service. 

instructors certified the 
State Louisiana teach the full range 
grade and high school subjects from 
the three R’s commercial courses, and 
there Manual Arts department with 
instructor. Students 
academic work accordance with the 
standards set the State receive fully 


accredited diplomas. Adult education 
classes reading, spelling, arithmetic, 
and citizenship are popular among for- 
eign born patients, 

The patients have their own social 
clubs, and diverse program super- 
vised recreational activities, under Di- 
Community Activities. The 
hospital employs approximately pa- 
part-time basis. Some the 
patients operate private enterprises, such 
gift shop, minature department 
store, cleaning pressing, bicycle 
and scooter repair shops, radio repair 
shop, carpenter shop and barber shop. 


Patients Quarters 


National groups, such The Ameri- 
can Legion, The American Legion Aux- 
iliary, the Forty and 
Lions Club have granted authorization 
for and stimulated the founding local 
chapters which patients who qualify 
are welcomed members. 

1941, the Carville hospital pioneer- 
the use sulfone therapy for 
Hansen’s disease. Since then the sulfone 
drugs have become “the treatment 
choice” for this disease the world over. 


Hawaii 
Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu 


Territory Hawaii operates two 
hospitals for the treatment and care 
Hansen’s disease patients. One located 
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Kalaupapa, the island Molokai; 
the other Hale Mohalu, Pearl City, 
near Honolulu. The Territory also 
maintains out-patient clinic service 
all islands. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1954, the Division Hansen’s disease 
the Territorial Department Health 
funds, Federal $1,039,215.68, 
torial $9,985.44. (From Annual Report 
1954, Dept. Health, Territory Ha- 

July 1955, there were 100 pa- 
tients Hale Mohalu, Oahu, (92 ac- 
tive and inactive) and 225 patients 
Kalaupapa, Molokai, whom 143 
were active patients and were in- 
active. There were 137 patients under 
medical care who were 
living home. 

The sulfone drugs are used extensive- 
for treatment Hansen’s disease. 
The forms sulfones used Hawati 
are Promin, Diasone, Promacetin, Pro- 
mizole, Sulfatrone, and (D.- 
D.S.) either alone, combination 
with each other. Other drugs occasion- 
ally frequently used include Strep- 
tomycin and other biotics, 
icotinic hydrazide, vi- 
tamin preparations and various other 
supportive medications, 

During the five year period, 1950 
1954, total twelve patients left 
Kalaupapa, while during the same pe- 
riod patients were discharged from 
Hale Mohalu. This indicates annua] 
average ten patients discharged from 
both hospitals. The rate recovery 
from the active form the disease 
considerably higher since during thc 
tients were granted temporary release 
inactive patients and, addition, 
new patients were permitted re- 
main home. 

Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu were 
happy see Hansen’s disease patients 
obtain discharge during 1955 ---nine 
more than 1954. 

The Settlement Molokai was 
established 1866, The original set- 
tlement was not located Kalaupapa, 
but Kalawao the eastern side 


Kalaupapa Store, Kalaupapa Settlement 


the Kalaupapa peninsula. was not 
until 1870, that the legislature passed 
appropriations for some frame buildings 
and made meagre provisions for the 
care and comfort the patients. 
physician was sent the Settlement 
that time. 


Kalaupapa Settlement laid out 
the plan rural village where about 
half the patients live individual 
cottages and their own cooking and 
housekeeping. The more 
tients are housed unit homes with 
individually furnished rooms and com- 
munity dining rooms within the area. 
Many the patients have married 
since their admission the institution. 
These married couples are assigned in- 
dividual apartments houses. 

Kalaupapa has variety communi- 
activities which patients partici- 
pate, There are three churches, Catholic, 
Protestant and Mormon, with either 
full-time part-time clergy residence. 
There are various clubs other 
groups such the Lions Club, Choral 
group, Stamp club, Women’s club, and 
Photo club. There are organized sports 
form fishing and hunting, and the 
government provides regular motion pic- 
ture shows for all the patients. 
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Two residents McVeagh Home, Kalau- 
papa Settlement, set out for afternoon 
fishing 

Because the traditions Kalaupapa 
and the conditions under which the 
majority patients still residence 
Kalaupapa entered the settlement, the 
attitude the majority patients 
that Kalaupapa their home and they 
wish continue residence there for 
the balance their lives. the time 
they were admitted, they expected 
spend the rest their 
lives Kalaupapa, and made at- 
tempt maintain family ties the 
outside. Some progress has been made 
establishing family contacts, 
has not been sufficient over ride 
their desire remain the settlement, 

contrast the attitude found 
Kalaupapa, the patients Hale Mohalu 
for the most part are eagerly looking 
forward the time when they 
discharged and reunited with their 
families. This is, part, due the 
fact that all new patients admitted since 


Mr. John Gelinskey instructs vocational 
rehabilitation class refrigeration and air 
conditioning Hale Mohalu 


Mr. Wm. Pieper instructs vocational 
rehabilitation class automotive mechanics 
Hale Mohalu 


Until this summer, vocational 
ing had been given only Hale 
for groups patients fields auto- 
motive mechanics, and 
signing, refrigeration and air condition- 
ing, and work shop (welding). Instruc- 
tion has now been extended Kalau- 
papa for automotive mechanics. These 
services are provided the vocationai 
service the Department 
Public Instruction, instruc- 
tors contribute their services well. 

Another service from the same depart- 
ment the provision Hale Mohalu 
standard schooling through the twelfth 
grade for any patients, including adults, 
who have not completed their education. 
Special interests such wood working 
and crafts various types are also 
encouraged. 


1949 were admitted Hale Mohalu, 
established that year, and they have 
been constantly encouraged 
themselves for return their communi- 
ties. The beneficial effect the sulfone 
drugs has assisted orienting these 
patients; and those among this group 
who have returned their homes, have 
had relatively little residual effect from 
the disease. (Information 
from Dr. Ira Hirschy, Director, Divi- 
sion Hansen’s disease, Department 
Health, Territory Hawaii, and from 
material furnished Dr. Hirschy) 
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Hale Mohalu Entertains Aloha Week Royalty 


Entertainment fit for King—and Queen—was given the Aloha Week court 
October, 1955, when the newly organized hulaclass performed authentic dances early 
Hawaii. The graceful hands and agile bodies the dancers tell their own story the 


benefits sulfone treatment. 


Canal Zone 


Palo Seco 


Palo Seco Leprosarium, Balboa, Canal 
Zone, was established 1907 and 
operated the Canal Zone Govern- 
ment. For the fiscal year ending June 
1955, there was total 41,076 
in-patient days, Gross operating cost 


View Palo Seco from the ocean side 


ing that period was approximately $145. 
078.12 $3.53 per patient day. Oper- 
ating costs are prorated the Canal 
Zone Government and the Republic 
Panama each month the basis 
patients sustained (or authorized for 
treatment) each government. Oc- 
tober 1955, there were patients sup- 
ported the Canal Zone Government, 
and 103 the Republic Panama. 


Seco 

There were 116 hospitalized and 
under treatment July 
1955. 

physician, one full-time nurse, one full- 
time clerk, non-patient employees, 
and approximately patient employees. 
Specific medications use are Promin, 
intravenously the majority cases, 
Promacetin Diasone mouth 
those cases whom intravenous medi- 
cation was contraindicated objection- 
able. Short courses (one two months) 
dihydrostreptomycin were given con- 
currently with sulfone treatment 
those who might benefit 
regime. 

During the past five years, patients 
were provisionally discharged, were re- 
admitted because reappearance 
specific lesions, new cases were 
mitted, and patients died. (Because 
local conditions, many patients who 
have negative 
for long periods prefer, and are permit- 
ted remain Palo Seco. They are not 
included the discharged cases.) 


Palo Seco does not have regularly 
organized rehabilitation program. How- 
ever, the maintenance the buildings 
and grounds, patients are 
work requiring their special skills (ma- 
shop available. Patients may fish 
adjacent waters, and they are encourag- 
select and cultivate plots ground 
the reservation; their fish, garden 
products, eggs, and chickens are 
chased from them for use the 
pital community. 


Dr. Ezra Hurwitz, 
Superintendent, Palo Seco leprosarium.) 
* 

Note: Palo Seco, meaning Dry Stick, 
located within the boundaries the Canal 
Zone,and within walking distance one 
the largest Canal Zone towns. Jungles sur- 
round Palo Seco all sides but one; this 
guarded the Pacific Ocean, with its reefs, 
sand bars and shallow waters. Until 1936, the 
only way reaching Palo Seco was 
means motor launch. that year, 
road was built from the hospital join the 
Road and for the first time Palo Seco 
was communication with the outside 
world means automobile transporta- 
tion. Seen from the beach front, Palo Seco 
has the appearance wealthy summer 
resort the tropics. The white buildings 
amoncst the coconut palms, the well 
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Mrs. Richard wife the Vice United States, visited Palo 
Seco February 24, 1955. fiesta was held her honor and Mrs. Nixon met, and 


shook hands with many the patients. 


Canal Zone (cont’d from page 


trimmed lawns, the jungle creeping down 
close three sides and the ever changing 
colors the ocean lend the place touch 
beauty that almost beyond description. 


Puerto Rico 
Trujillo Alto 


Trujillo Alto Hospital for Hansen’s 
Disease operated the Department 
Health the Commonwealth 
Puerto Rico, and located 15-20 min- 
utes from the City San Juan. 
July 1955, patients were hospital- 
ized, which were under treat- 
ment. Those who were not under 
ment were classified burnt-out cases. 
The following drugs are use pres- 
ent: Promin, Promacetin, and sulpho- 
trone; marsilid, rinifon 
streptomycin, fuadin, corticosyteriods, 
cortisone and its derivatives; and Vita- 
min complex. Any medical surgical 
case which cannot treated the 


Administration Building Kitchen, dining 
room and warehouse first floor; Infirm- 
ary, upper floor 


institution referred the Bayamon 
District Hospital. Discharges amounted 
2.25% per year for the last five years. 
Admissions amounted 11.25% and 
deaths 0.95% per year. There 
resident physician, part time special- 
ist assigned the hospital and 
available for emergencies all times, 
Only 10% the cases need inten- 
sive nursing care. Nursing department 
under-staffed, but the patients receive 
the best possible care under the circum- 
stances. 
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Typical Patients’ 


Cottages Capacity 
patients each 


The hospital has recreation room 
provided with movies, television, library, 
pool tables, Outdoor sports are also 
practiced. Some the patients are em- 
ployed repair jobs, such painting, 
woodwork, etc. Some have gardens and 
others raise chickens. The hospital runs 
school for six children and two adults. 
Upon medical authorization, patienis 
are allowed visit their relatives. 


The operation cost this hospital 
for fiscal year ending June 1955 was 


uate nurse shown 


$91.713, and the per diem cost per pa- 
tient amounted $2.99. (Information 
from Dr. Reinaldo Ferrer, Deputy 
Secretary Health, Dept. Health 
the Commonwealth Puerto Rico.) 


Virgin Islands The 
United States 


Christiansted, St, Croix 


The leprosarium Christiansted, St. 
Croix, Virgin Island, now officially 
known the name Hansen’s Home 
for Special Patients. was designated 
special legislative action. was 
established 1888, and 
Danish control until 1917. oper- 
ated the Health Department the 
Virgin Islands. 


Aug. 31, 1955, there was 
total seventeen patients which only 
ten were active cases. The remaining 
seven are old burned out cases who re- 
main there because difficulty find- 
ing suitable facilities elsewhere. the 
ten patients under active treatment, five 
receive Promin injections daily, and five 
are Diasone tablets. 

During the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1955, two patients were discharged 
and two patients were admitted. Usually 
more cases are discharged than admitted. 
Seven cases were returned from Carville 
during the year. 

There organized rehabilitation 
program. Most the patients engage 
gardening, tending small livestock, 
fishing. (The Hansen’s Home 
the ocean.) The products caught 
raised are bought from the patients 
for use the institution. 

There resident physician, but 
there physician assigned make 
1egular rounds, and the staff the 
nearby general hospital, which located 
within approximately four city blocks, 
serves the Home for medical and surgi- 
cal work. There experienced reg- 
istered nurse residence. 

The annual maintenance cost ap- 
proximately $23,000. Money has been al- 
located recondition the buildings and 
work expected begin soon. 
(Information from Dr. Melvin 
Evans, Assistant Commissioner 
Health, Government the Virgin Is- 
lands the United States.) 
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Carville Conferees: 
Dr. Price, Dr. Hunt, Dr. Himmelsbach 


Dr. Gordon, 


Second row: Dr. Meyer, Dr. Kluth, Dr. Binford, Mr. Henderson, Dr. Millar, Dr. Monroe, 


Dr. Tomlinson, Dr. Giffen 


Third row: Miss Hines, Dr. Muelling, Dr. Shepard, Dr. Riordan, Dr. Dr. Prejean 
Fourth row: Dr. Hanks, Dr. Martin, guest (unidentified), Dr. Dr. Byers, Dr. 


Feldman, Dr. Doull 


PROMISE the word which 
comes naturally mind reviewing 
the impressive program the “First 
Conference --- Progress and Potentials 
Leprosy Investigations,” held this 
hospital January and 11, 1956. Prom- 
ise, not the kind which like pie crust 
easily broken, but the 
“ground for hope, expectation assur- 
ance eventual success.” 


Some the country’s foremost scien- 
tific researchers this particular field 
participated the conference, sponsor- 
the Public Health Service Inter- 
bureau Advisory Committee Leprosy 
and planned the Subcommittee 
tific papers were read and thoroughly 
discussed the two day meeting. 


PROGRAM 
January 10, 1956 


Morning Session Dr. C.H. Binford, 
Chairman 

Welcome Dr. E.M. Gordon, Medical Of- 
ficer Charge, Carville 

Halsey Hunt, Assistant Surgeon General 

Bacteriology 

Mycobacteria Intracellular Environment 
Dr. John Hanks 

Some with Growth Hela 
Charles Shepard 

Analysis Properties the Mycobacteria 
Metabolic Study Dr. Clarke Gray 
(Paper read Dr. Hanks) 

Animal Inoculation 


Suggested Procedures for Inducing Patho- 
genesis leprae Animals Dr. William 
Feldman 

Comprehensive Program for the Inocu- 
lation Human Leprosy into Laboratory 

Animals Dr. Chapman Binford 
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Afternoon Session Dr. 


Badger, 
Chairman 


Immunology 


Some Possible Approaches Study 
Antibody Responses Leprosy Dr. Donald 
Martin 

Progress Studies Separation Leprosy 
Organisms from Tissues Howard Hen- 
derson 

Studies Serology Sister Hilary Ross 

The Properdin System and Its Possible 
Uses Studying Immunity and Bacteri- 
ology Leprosy Dr. Jack Millar 

Induction Reactivity Lepromin 
BCG Dr. J.A. Doull 


Biochemistry 


Protein Patterns Leprosy 
Muelling, Jr. 


Dr. 


What Histopathology Studies Offer the 


Future the Problem Leprosy Dr. 
George Fite 


January 11, 1956 


Morning Session Dr. J.A. Doull, Chair- 
man 


Metabolism and Nutrition 


Amyloidosis Leprosy Observations 
Pathology Dr. Swan 
Chemotherapy 
Chemotherapy Murine Leprosy Dr. 
Y.T. Chang 
Clinical Evaluation Studies 
Wood Memorial Dr. J.A. Doull 
Epidemiology 
The Epidemiology Leprosy Louisi- 
ana Dr. L.F. Badger 
Leprosy Control Louisiana Dr. Wil- 
liam Meyer 
Leprosy Texas, the Risk Contract- 
ing the Disease the Household Dr. Fred 


Leonard 


Afternoon Session Dr. Rolla Wolcott, 
Chairman 


Clinical and Clinico-Pathologic Studies 
Carville 


*Limitations Sulfone Therapy 
Rolla Wolcott 


Hansen’s Disease Research 


*Seromycin Trials Leprosy Dr. Frank 
Lundin, Jr. 

Hemoglobin Types Leprosy Dr. Ho- 
ratio Wood 

Electrolyte Studies Leprosy Dr. Frank 
Lundin 

*The Treatment Ocular Complications 
Dr. Stephen Herbert 

*The Marianum Antigen Leprosy Dr. 
Rolla Wolcott 

*With presentation clinical cases 

Closing Scientific Session Dr. C.H. 
Binford 

Note: Two papers scheduled for the pro- 
were not read because authors 
could not attend the conference. The papers 
were: “BCG Vaccine Experimental Mu- 
rine Leprosy” Dr. Charles Carpenter, 
Professor and Chairman, Dept. Infectious 
Diseases, School Medicine, University 
California, Medical Center, Los Angeles and 
“Some Relationships Between Nutrition and 
Infection” Dr. Daft, Director, National 
Institute Arthritis and Metabolic Dis- 
eases, National Institutes Health, Bethes- 
da, Md. (The National Institutes 
the research arm the U.S. Public 
Health Service.) 

Dr. George Fite was Recorder the 
Conference, and understand, all papers 
read will abstracted Dr. Fite, and that 
Dr. James Doull will prepare news 
item about the Conference for publication 
the International Journal Leprosy. 

There was meeting the Public Health 
Service Subcommittee Leprosy Research 
the evening January and the PHS 
Interbureau Advisory Committee Leprosy 
met the morning Jan. 12. 

Dr. Halsey Hunt Chairman the 
PHS Advisory Committee 
Leprosy. Its members are: Dr. Badger, 


Dr. C.H. Binford, Dr. 
E.M. Gordon, Dr. C.K. Himmelsbach, Dr. 
Edgar Johnswick, Dr. David Price, 


Dr. Thomas Tomlinson and Dr. R.R. Wol- 
cott. All members were present the 
ing with the exception Dr. Johnswick. 
Dr. C.H Binford Chairman the PHS 
members are: Dr. Badger, Dr. Doull, 
Fite, Dr. Shepard and Dr. Wolcott. 


Carville Arrangements Committee 


Dr. Rolla Wolcott, Chairman 
Dr. Stephen Herbert 
Dr. Bernard Prejean 


Staff 
Public Health Service Hospital, Carville, La. 


Dr. E.M. Gordon, Medical Officer Charge 

Dr. Rolla Wolcott, Clinical Director 

Dr. Bernard Prejean, Dental Officer 

Dr. Stephen Herbert 

Dr. Frank Lundin, Jr. 

Dr. Horatio Wood 

Sister Hilary Ross, Biochemist, Charge 
Clinical Laboratory 


Consultants the Carville Staff 


James Allen, New Orleans 
Dr. Edger Hull, New Orleans 
Dr. Rufus Alldredge, New Orleans 
Dr. Daniel Riordan, New Orleans 
Dr. G.R. Kuehnle, Baton Rouge 


Who’s Who 


L.F. Badger, M.D., Chief, Leprosy Control 
Unit, Public Health Service, Communicable 
Disease Center, Atlanta, Ga.; Chapman 
Binford, M.D., Chief, Laboratory for Leprosy 
Investigations, Public Health Service Repre- 
sentative, Armed Forces Institute Path- 
ology, Washington, D.C., Y.T. Chang, M.D., 
Fellow Pharmacology, Leonard Wood 
Memorial, Laboratory Pharmacology 
Toxicology, National Institute Arthritis 
and Metabolic Diseases, National Institutes 
Health, Bethesda, Md.; J.A. Doull, M.D., 
Medical Director, Leonard Wood Memorial, 
Washington, D.C.; William Feldman, 
DVM, Professor Comparative Pathology, 
Mayo Foundation, University Minnesota, 
Graduate School, Rochester, Minn. Dr. Feld- 
man Chairman and member the Medi- 
cal Advisory Board the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. has been nationally 
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Carville Conference Holds Promise Progress 
left): Sister Hilary Ross, Dr. 


Carville Christmas Special Arrives 


Santa and his helpers 


Caroling the walks 


Dancing Christmas Party 


The Carville Christmas Special, sponsored 
Telephone Women’s Activities Club Southera 
Telephone Telegraph Co., Louisiana, 
consisted three special buses, plus private 
106 “Telephone Folks” hospital 
Sunday afternoon, December 18. 

the pressroom THE STAR with his sleigh 
loaded, Santa Claus and his helpers prepared 
the house house distribution 
gifts each patient, all purchased Tele- 
Women. 

With many vo.ces raised song, the 
this institution echoed and re-echoed with 
Christmas carols, and greetings the season. 
Activities Club has sponsored Christmas gifts for 
patieats, and brought the largest number 
“Yelepnone People” yet. The entire program was 
directed Miss Ann Koenig, New Orleans, Divi- 
sion Personnel Supervisor. 


This was the tenth year that THE STAR has 
sponsored Community Christmas Party. The 
evening’s program began with String Ensemble 
from Louisiana State University’s School Music, 
Baton Rouge, playing soit and seasonal music. 
artists included, Reggie Martin, Forest Mc- 
Fatridg, Roy Nastasi, Joan Houch and 
Webb. patients and their guests danced 
tne mus.c Mike Merriam’s Band Baton Rouge. 

During intermission, Mike Acosta representing 
Voiture 340, Forty and Eight, Baton Rouge, gave 
cash gift the teen Mrs. Ann 
Autry, Baton Rouge, president 
Veterans Foreign Wars Auxiiary 2095, present- 
T.H. Rickman, Jr., Director Community 
Activities this hospital, television set for the 
enjoyment all the patients. Mrs. Autry’s Unit 
raised the purchase price sponsoring 
tournament. 

The highlight the evening’s entertainment 
was Kelly Rand’s wonderful singing. Mr. Rand’s 
appearance was through the courtesy the 
American Federation Musicians, 174, and 
Club DeVille, New Orleans. Other entertainers 
who came with Kelly were Maxine Mann (Silver- 
man), delightful vocalist, and fine young 
dancer, Jane Kenny. was good have Elnore 
(Mrs. Rand) with again, too. 

\.rs. Dora Hitzman, president Nicholson Unit 
American Legion Auxiliary, and fehabilitation 
chairman, Mrs. Juanita Bauer, both Baton 
served refreshments. Mrs. Mary Lou 
Knight and Mrs. Eva Haag, Crowley, drove here 
bring the homemade cookies provided 
Acadia Unit 15, American Legion Auxiliary. The 
Edgewater Traffic Girls and Edgewater Plant 
Men, Illionois Telephone Co., Chicago, through 
Mrs. Edith Holmes, sent delicious candy, The egg- 
nog mix was purchased with funds sent the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary, through 
their national hospital chairman, Mrs. Florence 
Green, Kalamazoo, Mich. The spirits that bring 
the mix life were provided Forty and 
ers 340, Baton Rouge. 


The gifts this table are from the Campbell 
Soup Girls Chicago. Under the leadership 
Mae Fitzgerald, and following their annual cus- 
tom these women remembered handicapped pa- 
tients with useful items. 


Elnore Kelly Rand, Maxine Mann, Jane Kenny 


Mike Acosta, Tom Rickman, Ann Autry 
Campbell Soup Girls Gifts/ 
\ 


“Stars Over Bethlehem” cantata four parts 
was presented the Natural Music Club, 
the evenings December and 24. Sister Laura 
cirected the Cantata, which featured well-trained 
patients’ chorus voices, and the background 
the the Nativity was depicted tableaux. 

Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder accompanied 
representatives the Council Protestant 
Women New Orleans they went 
from room room distributing homemade candy 
all the patients. Annually this group Church 
women come here bring the first sweets the 
Yule season. With Chaplain Elder (left) and Mrs. 
Elder (right) are Mrs. Graythen, Mrs. Nay- 
lor and Mrs. Graner. 


Member the Jolly Social Club spent enjoy- 
able afternoon December 19, the occasion 
their Christmas party. Mrs. Dorothy Fluke Many, 
Baton Rouge, told stories her usual interesting 
way. With Mrs. Many were Mrs. Elizabeth Griffith, 
Mrs. Lucy Hudson and Mrs. Marjorie Madey, who 
also entertained. The Jolly Social Club presented 
Mrs. Many with silver tray token 
appreciation for her services this group 
handicapped patients. There were gifts for mem- 
the Jolly Social Club from Delta Sigma 
Epsilon, national sorority. 

Some forty-five students the local school 
gathered the study hall the afternoon the 
for party marking the begining the 
Christmas school holidays. Carols were sung 
the students and faculty before Santa Claus made 
his appearance distribute gifts. 


The camera caught this group 
with their arms full presents the party 
December 21, sponsored the Lainson Activity 
Project the B.L. Spann Unit 188, American 
Legion Auxiliary. They are, Steve McCormick, 
Destrehan, Carville Hospital chairman for the 
Louisiana; Aline Stribbling, pres- 
ident the local Unit 188; Juanita Bauer, 
chairman Nicholson Unit 38, Baton Dora 
Hitzman, president, Unit 38, and Mrs. Perry Lucas, 
Baton Rouge, department commander the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary. 


Veterans, school students and members the 
local unit all received gifts from the American 
Levion Auxiliary. Mrs. Lucas brought the veterans 
gifts from Capitol City Chapter DAV, Baton 
Rouge. 

check for $50 was presented Stanley Stein 
Mrs. for the record fund, 

Christmas Eve found most patients going the 
Chapels. The candlelight service the Protestant 
Chapel preceded Midnight Mass the Catholic 
Chapel. Before Mass, the choir sang carols. 
were unusually beautiful with abun- 
cance flowers. 

There were many private parties the interiin 
letween Christmas and New 


Mrs. Lucas and Stanley Stein 


December 31, there was Watch Night ser- 
vice the Protestant Chapel. 
The last event the holidays was the dance 
Sunday evening, Jan. sponsored the Pa- 
tients’ Federation. Once again Mike Merriam’s 


Band from Baton Rouge played for dancing. Midnight Mass 


Scene from “Stars Over Bethlehem” 
Candy from New Orleans Church Women Auxiliary Women with gifts 
Jolly Social Club 
4 
School Party 


Conference 


(contd from page 


and internationaly recognized for his 
outstanding work the chemotherapy 
tuberculosis. George Fite, M.D., Labora- 
tory Pathology Histochemistry, Nation- 
Institute Arthritis Metabolic Dis- 
eases,National Institutes Health, Bethesda, 
Md. Dr. Fite was the Laboratory Staff 
the Carville Hospital from 1945 1949. 
Clarke Gray, Ph. D., Biochemist, Leonard 
Wood Memorial Bacteriology 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, 
John Hanks, Ph.D., Bacteriologist 
Charge, Leonard Wood Memorial Bacteriol- 
ogy Harvard Medical Schocl, 
Boston, Howard Henderson, Re- 
search Associate, Henry 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Clifton Himmelsbach, 
M.D., Chief, Division Hospitals, Public 
Health Service, Washington, D.C.; Assistant 
Surgeon General Halsey Hunt, Associate 
Chief, Bureau Medical Services, Public 
Health Service, Washington, D.C.; Fred 
Kluth, M.D., Associate Epidemiologist, Le- 
onard Wood Memorial and Research Epi- 
demiologist, Texas State Department 
Health, County 
Health Unit, Corpus Christi, Texas; Donald 
Martin, M.D., Chief, Bacteriology Section, 
Communicable Disease Center, Chamblee, 
Ga.; Jack Millar, LCDR, MC, USN, Com- 
manding Officer, Naval Medical Research 
Unit No. University California, Berkeley 
California. Dr. Millar was charge the 
Navy’s Hospital Tinian the Mar- 
ianas when was first established 1948. 
Willam Meyer, M.D., Leprologist, Louisi- 
ana Department Health, Louisiana Public 
Health Training Center, 
La. Dr. Meyer was the Carville Staff 
from 1947 1950. Rudolph Muelling, 
Jr. M.D., Associate Pathologist, Charity 
Hospital, New Orleans, La.; Assistant Sur- 
geon General David Price, Office the 
Surgeon General, Public Health Service, 
Washington, D.C.; Charles Shepard, 
Public Health Service Virus and Rickettsial 
Disease Laboratory, Montgomery, Ala.; Law- 
rence Swan, Lafayette Medical 
Laboratory, Lafayette, La. (Formerly Chief 
Pathology, Public Health Service Hos- 
pitals, New Orleans and Carville, La.); 
Thomas Tomlinson, Jr., M.D., Assistant 
the Director, National In- 
stitute, National Institutes Health, Bethes- 
da, Md. 

Visiting participants the Conference 
who did not present papers serve 
committees were: Horace Giffen, M.D., 
Chief, Clinical Pathology Laboratory, Im- 
manuel Hospital, Omaha, Nebraska, (Consul- 
tant Leprosy Registry, American Registry 
Pathology, Armed Forces Institute 
Pathology); W.M. Monroe, M.D., Chief 
Pathology, Public Health Service 
New Orleans and Carville, La.; Miss Vir- 
ginia Hines, Public Health Nurse, Assistant 
Training Center, New Orleans, La. and Dr. 
Jerome Byers, New Orleans. Dr. Byers 


Cultivation Bacillus Number 
One Research Objective 


the conclusion the Conference 
and the committee meetings, Dr. C.K. 
Himmelsbach, Chief the Public 
Health Service’s Division Hospitals, 
gave THE STAR important state- 
ment. “With the concentrated and en- 
thusiastic attention very many 
highly skilled and trained investigators 
and utilization investigative methods 
our life 

Apparently Dr. Himmelsbach thinks 
cultivation the bacillus would the 
determining factor the “break- 
through” for added, “If can cul- 
tivate the bacillus, can then make 


progress research with the hope 
being able arrest the disease more 
quickly.” 

Carville’s veteran researcher, Biochem- 
ist Sister Hilary Ross, who knows 
much, not more, about clinical lab- 
oratory aspects Hansen’s disease than 
any other scientist this field today, 
considers cultivation the Hansen’s 
bacillus “probably the one 
portant (aim) sought the leprolo- 
Dr. James Doull, Medical 
tor the Leonard Wood 
agrees that cultivation the Hansen’s 
bacillus probably the most important 
research objective. However, 
ers experimental transmission lower 
animal almost equal importance. 


Although the Hansen’s bacillus was 
the first mycobacterium reported the 
causative agent specific disease 
man (Hansen identified 1874, ten 
years before Koch isolated the germ 
causing tuberculosis) remains the last 
cracked. Unlike other mycobac- 
terium, even its sister term, the Han- 
sen’s bacillus has not been cultured 
artificial media, transmitted animals, 
human volunteers. the past 
years scores investigators have made 
hundreds and hundreds attempts 
cultivate the Hansen’s bacillus, without 
success, Some claimed have done it, 
but their claims were not substantiated 
other researchers. This off the beaten 
track behavior the Hansen’s bacillus 
has led some scientists question 
whether not actually the cause 
the disease, but that subject too 
limited space. Suffice say the scien- 
tists believe that “conclusive proof 
the presence the disease, exact deter- 
mination activity, precise evaluation 
therapeutic agents, and development 
specific diagnostic tests await the cui- 
tivation the Hansen’s 

Sister Hilary recently described the 
“It possible that with present day 
tissue culture techniques the organism 
will successfully grown the test 
tube.” 


Adhering strictly such present day 
tissue culture techniques, Dr. Charles 
Shepard, one the participants 
the Carville conference attempting 
cultivate the Hansen’s bacillus the 
PHS Virus Diseases Laboratory Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, and understand 
making some progress. 

Tissue culture methods were employ- 
John Hanks for good many 
years his attempt cultivate the 
germ. Dr. Hanks’ work the Leonard 
Wood Memorial’s bacteriological lab- 
oratory, Harvard, collaboration with 
Dr. Clarke Gray currently concerned 
with the investigation metabolic path- 
ways the Hansen’s bacillus, the ulti- 
mate purpose which determine 
the requirements the 


growth. 

Tulane University’s famed School 
Medicine, New Orleans, researchers 
Morris and Leah Shaffer, both Ph. D.’s, 
are working under federal grant, at- 
tempting cultivate the 
cillus. 


possible that the 
may come before the Hansen’s 
clinical research route, through the dis- 
covery remedy, specific for the dis- 
ease. has been years since the 
introduction sulfone therapy and, al- 
though the sulfones have certain limita- 
tions, they can regarded having 
brought about partial “break- 
through.” The action the sulfones 
thought bacteriostatic (inhibit 
the growth the germ) and what 
sought drug that will bacterio- 
cidal (kill the germ). The sulfones, now 
considered the treatment choice for 
Hansen’s disease the world over, had 
their first clinical trials Carville and 
this project the Public Health Service 
made medical history, The present 
ped-up interest the PHS expanding 
the research program disease 
may write even brighter chapter. 

Frequent use the traditional name 
this report, instead dis- 
ease, may cause some our readers 
ask- Why? The reason that have 
reprinted the official program the 
Conference almost verbatim and 
had right change titles the 
papers names the committees 
they appeared the program. 

Without the least minimizing the 
vital need for the official adoption 
new and scientifically accurate name 
for this disease, keeping with the 
twentieth century, recognize that 
medical progress greater import- 
ance than terminology. But for the ad- 
vent the sulfones there probably 
would not have been Carville Con- 
ference. 


Dr. Ambrose Joins 


Dr. Kenneth, Ambrose, Senior As- 
sistant Surgeon, Reserve, PHS, reported 
for duty this hospital January 
Dr. Ambrose came Carville from 
Rockport, Indiana, where was en- 
gaged private practice. 

THE STAR’s interview with Dr. Am- 
brose will appear our next issue. 
was interest learn that Dr. 
Ambrose had seen our publication be- 
fore coming Carville. told that 


the American Legion Auxiliary had 


placed subscription THE STAR 
the Public Library Rockport, In- 
diana, and had read there. 

* * * 

Miss Isabelle Gordon, 
tant the Executive Officer, Bureau 
Medical Services the Public Health 
hospital January 24. 


January 


| 
| 
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New Venture for 
Old Friend 


One our favorite stories concerns 
session Mrs. McCormick, 
Destrehan, and group good ladies 
Louisiana’s American Legion Auxil- 
iary, once had with one the local lay 
officials, rather brash individual with 
exaggerated notion his own im- 
portance. The ladies and the official did 
not see eye eye the business 
hand. During the session, Mrs. McCor- 
mick referred “Watson” several times. 
Finally, the exasperated official explod- 
ed, “Who this fellow anyway, 
and what’s got with it?” “Wat- 
son,” said Mrs. McCormick, that’s 
Watson Miller Washington, 
just the Federal Security Adminis- 
trator that’s all.” The official’s jaw drop- 
ped. think can work this thing 
out,” said. They did. This PHS Hos- 
pital was under the management and 
administration the Federal Security 
Agency, now called the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare. 

This incident took place the ‘40s, 
but Mr. Miller’s steadfast affection for 
and interest the patients this hos- 
pital goes back quarter century. 
began the early ‘30s, during the 
time that was National Rehabilita- 
tion Chairman The American Legion 
(1923-1941), and made his first visit 
Carville. Miller has been ser- 
vice almost every post has 
held and because rates high Car- 
ville’s list special friends, news about 
him, and his distinguished career 
public service always interest. 

After years important Govern- 
ment service, Assistant and Administra- 
tor the Federal Security Agency (1941- 
1947), Commissioner Immigration 
and Naturalization (1947-1950), and 
Member the Subversive Activitives 
Control Board from 1952 1955 (the 
one job which Carville did not call 
Mr. Miller for ,Watson Miller 
recently announced the opening 
office Suite 501, 1025 Connecticut 
Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C., 
where will associated with two 
trusted friends, Mr, Charles Kelly 
and Dillard Lasseter. They are con- 
sultants, “Specializing services 
cepted clients Legislative and Ad- 
ministrative matters before the Congress 
and the Federal Departments, 
and Corporations.” 

Mr. Miller’s experience qualifies him 
expert this field. Mr. 
who from Arkansas, former nation- 
Vice- Commander The 
Legion, attorney with fine back- 
ground, including practice before the 
United States Supreme Court and cred- 
itable Government service. Lesseter, 
also attorney, served American 
Consul Manchuria for eight years 
and had other government service, 

We, Watson’s Carville friends, wish 


1956 


MEDIC Productions has schedul- 
its show Hansen’s disease for Feb- 
ruary 13, N.B.C Television 8:p.m. 
(C.S.T.). Check the station your area 
for time. 

The show Hansen’s disease entitled 
THE HOME COMING, the story 
discharged patient. will have many ac- 
tual scenes Carville, shot location 
here December. John Brahm directed 
the show with Richard Karlan the 
lead. Mr. Loonie D’Orsa Production 
Manager. 

are waiting with bated breath 
see what MEDIC will for us. 
hope will “for us.” 


him and his associates growing and well- 
merited success their new venture, 
and are looking forward his next 
visit which hopes make Feb- 
ruary. 


News Former Carville 


Dr. Herman Gray, former Carville 
staffer, who October 1953 went out 
Northern Nigeria, Br. Africa, 
medical missionary for the Christian 
Reformed Church, has returned the 
United States because ill health. Dr. 
Gray Hinsdale Sanatorium, West- 
ern Springs, 

After serving Carville’s resident 
medical staff for year and half, Dr. 
Gray was assigned the U.S. Public 
Health Service’s Communicable Disease 
Center, Atlanta, Georgia. Later, did 
special field studies Hansen’s disease 
Florida and California. 

Nigeria, Dr. Gray was supervising 
the work Mkar Settlement, Renue 
Province, where there are more than 
800 patients. 

Miss Anita Vissia Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, registered nurse who has 
been duty the same mission sta- 
tion writes that Dr. Gray was well-liked 
both natives and workers, Miss Vis- 
sia reports that she recently discharged 
patients symptom free under DDS 
(the parent sulfone) therapy. 

Dr. Gray serious student Han- 
sen’s disease, and valuable man 
this field. His friends all wish for him 
complete recovery. 

More than fifty patients were dis- 
charged from the Omu Aran Set- 
tlement Nigeria, West Africa De- 
cember, 1955, according word from 
Dr. Cap Oliver, the young Texan physi- 
cian who now medical missionary. 

Dr. Oliver was the Carville 
for year (1953-54). Dr. and Mrs, 
Oliver went out Nigeria April, 
1955. The incidence Nigeria 
high. “In one town the people them- 
selves estimate the incidence leprosy 
over 20% the population.” 

* * * 


Regrettable Resignation 


Mr. E.H. Hinton Brisbane, Queens- 
land, Australia, has resigned Honor- 
able Secretary the Relatives and 
Friends Association (Hansen’s Disease) 


Mr. Hinton’s resignation became 
tive January 

Mr. Hinton worked unselfishly and 
steadily for this Association for eight 
years and served its Secretary for 
years, great personal expense. 
has been ill health for some time 
and badly need rest. His 
work with the and was purely 
voluntary basis and had done 
evenings after business hours. The work 
the Association has developed into 
almost full-time position, and 
understand that Mrs. 
Mapleton, Nambout, president, has ap- 
pointed Mrs. Gibson secretary. 

THE STAR hopes that the splendid 
work done Mr. Hinton will con- 
tinue, Largely through his persistent 
forts, much has been accomplished 
Australia for patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease and this the face stubborn 
opposition, times even from official- 
dom. The and with Mr, Hinton 
its spark plug has campaigned vig- 
orously move patients Queens- 
land from their present remote island 
isolation hospital the mainland. 
They sponsor projects make life more 
bearable for the patients and ex- 
tend helping hand discharged pa- 
tients. Mr. Hinton has written hun 
dreds letters press, radio, physi- 
cians, officials, and others Australia 
seeking change outmoded legislation. 
has constantly challenged misinfor- 
mation and does not pull his punches. 

Though has resigned his position, 
are certain that E.H. Hinton will 
never “resign” his interest Hansen’s 
disease, fact his interest extends be- 
yond the borders Australia. re- 
cently wrote THE STAR, every 
reason believe that the formation 
Hansen’s Disease International could 
established here Australia, start- 
ing point. fully appreciate that much 
ground work will have covered 
befcre such organization could 
any real 

Mr. Hinton expressed appreciation 
THE STAR, “for much valuable advice 
and guidance during term office. 
You may rest assured that will con- 
tinue interest this work. 
deeply interested Hansen’s disease 
and the patients, and will every- 
thing power continue the 
name Hansen’s disease.” 

* * 


PHS Department Heads Town 


Among the Washington visitors this 
hospital January were, Miss Mary 
Gillis, Chief, Social Service Branch, and 
Mrs. M.F. Ackerman, Chief, Dietetics 
Branch the Division Hospitals, 
Public Health Service. Miss Gillis con- 
ferred with Miss Lena Beck, Carville’s 
Medical Social Worker and local offi- 
cials, and Mrs. Ackerman reviewed oper- 
ations the dietetic field with Sister 
Euphemia, Chief Dietetian, and others. 


| 
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Los Angeles 


Thirteen residents the City Los 
Angeles are known have 
disease. This was disclosed Los An- 
geles’s City Health Officer, Dr. George 
December 1955, when reported 
that one the thirteen, mother 
two healthy children, had gone Car- 
ville for treatment. Dr. Uhl said her 
decision submit hospital care was 
inspired the hope obtaining new 
treatment well her fear. 

Uhl said that the woman has been 
the object hysterical fear those 
who learned her disease which De- 
partment doctors said probably the 
“least contagious the known com- 
municable diseases.” 

The Department said the woman has 
been threat her family, the 
community. She has been under 
supervision the Department for years, 
and found only negative results 
many laboratory tests. However, the wo- 
man has had the disease for twenty 
years and left her with some the 
crippling effects and several numb 
her body. 

stressed that the biggest pro- 
blem so-called leprosy develop 
public attitude toward the disease that 
modern the new drugs for its 
treatment. 


“It unfortunate that many 
misconceptions still remain 
plague leprosy Dr. 
said. “Long ago the name ‘leprosy’ 
was given host diseases, most 
which are known completely 
unrelated conditions 


Dr. Uhl’s lucid and sensible statement 
appeared originally the Los Angeles 
Times from which source was ap- 
parently picked the Associated 
Press and given nation-wide wire 
age. 

Under the new policy the 
fornia State Department 
Health, adopted the Spring 1955, 
all cases Hansen’s disease not have 
transferred 3,000 miles away from 
home Carville. long they follow 
instructions and can meet required pro- 
visions, they may remain California. 
course, they may voluntarily, 
the case this patient. 

* * 


BBC Rebroadcasts MAC 


The British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion’s production Miracle Carville, 
last June, was well received that 
rebroadcast was released Jan- 
uary and the General Overseas 
Service. 

The audience for the original broad- 
cast was estimated 450,000 Mr. 
officer, likely that similar num- 


ber people heard the rebroadcast. 
The script was prepared Eileen Ca- 
pel, who also produced the program: 
for BBC. have read the script and 
heard the tape the program and 
feel that was well done. 

* * * 


New Carville 


recent months seen some 
improvements around this hospital, and 
there are reports more come. 

the lower floor, walls and ceilings 
the enclosed corridors, connecting all 
buildings have been given coat 
fresh paint, and they look much better. 

Acoustical tile has been installed 
the kitchen and dishwashing area 
the Cafeteria. This has helped re- 
duce the noise. First floor corridor ceil- 
ings the Recreation Building have 
been tiled, eliminating much the 
former echoing sound. The walls 
the hallway the Infirmary have been 
tiled. 

Early December, bids were solicited 
for the hard surfacing the gravel 
road running back the patients’ quart- 
ers, past the recreation building 
the property line. 

Again there are rumblings the pro- 
gress that being made the con- 
templated change over the electricity 
this institution from direct alter- 
nating current. This time the rumblings 
are not without foundation for Mr. 
Gaetano, electrical engineer 
from Public Buildings, General Services 
Administration, Washington, was 
here January connection with this 
project. understand July 1956, 
will day. 

* * * 
Pt. Clair Lions Sponsor 
March Dimes Drive 


was “Blue Crutch Day” this 
community Saturday, January 
when local Lions gave each contributor 
the March Dimes Drive 
blue crutch wear. The total collected 
that date was $130. 38, from patients 
and personnel, 


addition, the Lions 
March Dimes iron lungs throughout 
the community for contributions dur- 
ing the month. Saturday, January 
28, Lions will shine shoes raise more 
money for this worthy cause. 

* * * 


Mardi Gras Plans 


Mardi Gras falls St. Valentine’s 
day, Feb. 14, this year, and following 
annual custom patients will celebrate 
the occasion with gala carnival ball, 
preceded parade. Five local clubs 
will sponsor floats. Much 
rounds their themes. The royal court 
will chosen from the school students. 
The Patients’ Federation has engaged 
Mike Merriam’s Dance Band Baton 
Rouge, and this itself attraction. 


Practical Memorial Presented 


Mrs. M.W. Donovan, Mrs, A.W. Stom- 
berg, Mrs, Nolan Graves and Mrs. 
Tim Corcoran, above, all ‘members 
the Chat and Sew Club Baton Rouge, 
came Carville mid-December 
present portable wheel chair for use 
the handicapped women who live 
particular patient House now, but 
when she longer needs then 
used other residents that 
house. This chair, practical memorial, 
was given memory the late Dolly 
Lufsey who was Mrs. Donovan’s pen 
pal for twelve years. 

was that long ago that Mrs, St. 
Clair Favrot, Sr., (known many 
affectionately Miss Lucy) Ba- 
ton Rouge told Mrs. Donovan about 
Dolly being patient here, who had 
contact with family friends. least 
twice each month for those years, Mrs. 
Donovan came visit Dolly and fre- 
quently brought with her other women 
from the First Presbyterian Church 
Baton Rouge. The visits were 
anticipated and they certainly brighten- 
Dolly’s life, until she succumbed 
heart attack, last year, 

The membership the Chat and 
Sew Club numbers only 18, and Mrs. 
Donovan explained that none the 
women are wealthy. meant that each 
herself something raise 
the necessary amount 
good looking portable 
wheel chair practical memorial 
departed friend. 

* 


Carville Long for Long 

Democratic Primary, Jan, 17, 1956, came 
precinct within this hospital 
where the patients, the rest the 
State, went long for Long for Governor. 
The vote here gave former Governor 
Earl Long 41, Fred Preaus 28, Francis 
Grevemberg deLesseps Morrison 
and James McLemore 


January 


: 


Discharges Are the Order 


Names Discharged Patients 
Broadcast 


Their Request 


Settlement near Sarawak, 
the British Crown Colony North- 
ern Borneo, the names discharged 
patients are broadcast over the radio. 
What switch, and this how came 
about, according Dr. Evans, 
Medical and Health Services, speak- 
ing before calling the Governor, Sir 
Anthony Abell, reported 
Quarterly (October, 1955) 

“All advances technique cause some 
difficulties and For instance, 
splitting the atom has resulted many 
troubles and worries for mankind, and 
here this Settlement advances the 
treatment leprosy have brought their 
own particular problems, and one 
them has been the difficulty persuad- 
ing people the villages receive 
these patients back amongst them 
discharge from the Settlement. 

“Until 1954 the number patients 
who were discharged from this and 
similar institutions was few not 
cause any difficulty all, but ‘54 
alone discharged over 100 patients, 
about quarter the present pop- 
ulation (570) this Settlement, and 
the problem was created. The ‘leav- 
ing ceremonies,’ however, have proved 
solution this problem. Each patient, 
with his discharge certificate, presented 
His Excellency Governor Sir Anthony 
Abell, now welcomed back with 
honor his village. But the village 
people frequently not get news 


time that certain patient returning 


them. The solution this 
was suggested one the discharged 
our names over Radio Sarawak? Every- 
body listens the Radio 
Sarawak has very kindly agreed and all 
the names the people with their ad- 
dresses are broadcast over Radio Sar- 
awak.” 


Progress Nigeria 


special ceremonies, early 1955, 
122 patients were discharged from the 
Kano Settlement Nigeria, West 
Africa. According Dr. John Dreis- 
bach, charge Kano, this was the 
largest group ever discharged one 
time. Dr. Dreisbach said that one 
woman who had been patient Kano 
for years, the discharge ceremonies 
held her six year old son the first time. 


* * * 


Church the Brethern missionary 
Rev. Charles Baldwin Peoria, 
recently arrived the U.S. furlough 
from Garkida, Nigeria, where 
been for two years lay (non-medical) 
superintendent the Garkida hos- 
pital, reports that significant strides are 


the Day Hospitals Throughout the World 


being made the treatment Hansen’s 
disease Nigeria, 

Garkida, once one the world’s 
largest hospitals, was recently re- 
duced one half—from 2,000 patients 
1,000— when the British government 
established pair special villages 
the vicinity Garkida, transferring, 
what was termed, all the non-infectious 
patients there. Approximately 200 other 
patients were discharged their homes, 
Mr. Baldwin said. 


Patients Discharged 
Catholic Settlement 


from 


recent news dispatch from Leopold- 
ville, Belgian Congo, reports that 310 
persons oncé unhappy and abandoned, 
prepared return cured Hansen’s 
disease from Iyonda Settlement 
their villages and families. Established 
1945, the settlement*is run priest 
and two sisters, 


The Mkalama Settlement, Sin- 
gida, Tanganyika, Africa, sent 330 pa- 
tients home the month September, 
1955, reports Greta Ekstrand. Miss Ek- 
strand writes: small begining has 
been made try and increase our hand- 
crafts with shoe-making, broom-making, 
mats, basketry, sewing, and knitting. 
trust that will continue grow until 
all will have the privilege earning 
some livelihood when they return 
their home.” 


High Rate Discharge 
Former Tinian Hospital 


From the approximately patients 
hospitalized the Tinian hospital, 
operated the U.S. Navy 
mained only patients June 30, 
1955, when the hospital was officially 
closed. All others had been returned 
their homes arrested cases, except 
one patient who died, The success 
treating Hansen’s disease was obtained 
using sulfone drugs 
with streptomycin and nydrazid. The ar- 
rested cases were continue taking 
the sulfone drugs for two years with 
periodic skin biopsies. 

The above information came THE 
STAR interesting communication, 
dated Oct. 17, 1955, from Miller, 
Commander, USNR Naval Administra- 
tor, U.S. Naval Administration Unit, 
Saipan District, Saipan, 
lands. Commander Miller wrote, “When 
were sent their home 
islands arrested cases word was sent 
along the effect that they were not 
dangerous others, and was request- 
that every effort made allow 
them resume normal community 
life. our own infirmary, employ 
one these arrested cases, There 


stigma the man and allowed 
live normal life.” 

Virtually all the patients the 
Tinian hospital came from the Car- 
oline Islands, which are that part 
the Trust Territory under the juris- 
diction the Department the In- 
terior. This fact, coupled with the new- 
developed methods treating Han- 
sen’s disease, led the decision that 
the patients could and should treat- 
sites nearer their homes. Accord- 
ingly, two small settlements, one 
Yap and one Ponape, were construct- 
sites accessible the medical 
personnel the hospitals those areas. 
The patients still requiring hospital- 
ization were transferred there. 


* 


recent dispatch from Brazzaville, 
French Equatorial Africa, reported that 
mass campaign against Hansen’s dis- 
ease, launched about year ago with the 
new sulfone drugs yielding its first re- 
sults. About 84,700 cases are under treat- 
ment. Mobile squads nurses tour out- 
lying districts distributing sulfones week- 
ly. Hope and confidence the future 
have replaced despair and resignation. 
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can quite understand the difficulties you 
and your co-workers are encountering 
your efforts get the words and 
‘Jeprosy” out the average man’s and 
the medical man’s vocabularies. Years ago, 
was editing bottler’s magazine and 
spent great deal time trying 
get rid the word POP. Later, after had 
developed and recovered 
did little best get rid consump- 
tion and consumptive. 

certainly wish you great your 
present crusade, not only getting leprosy 
out the vocabulary, but also making 
even greater gains the mastery the 
disease. 

John Gibson 
State Laboratory Hygiene 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Mr. Gibson the author “Physician 
the World, the Life General William 
Gorgas,” published 1950. His book 
received pleasant critical and 
ception. 

Until June 1954, Mr. Gibson was director 
the Division Public Health, State 
Department Health, Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, and was while holding that position, 
that made radio talk, “An Ancient 
Affliction with New Name: Hansen’s Dis- 
ease,” from which quote the back 
cover this issue. heartening that 
Mr. Gibson, Public Health educator, 
have found another proponent 


modern terminology. 
* 


has been surprising how frequently 
have talked Carville and how interested 
people have been. When was with you, 
was careful promise nothing future 
activities. That was because had idea 
that many people know would have any 
interest. Now realize everyone know 
has definite interest your program. 
THE STARs and other reading materiai 
are constant demand. will surprise 
some not visit your institution for 
first hand glimpse. 

May the coming New Year bring 
continued success and many joys. 

May Dailey 
Poughkeepsie, New York 


you 


Miss Dailey, medical social worker 
the Hudson River State Hospital, Pough- 
keepsie, called THE STAR office when 
she visited this hospital October. 

* * * 


have become very interested Hansen’s 
disease these past months, and have been 
reading many books and much material. 
read Betty Martin’s book, Miracle 
Carville, that people can subscribe your 
monthly paper. 

have had two years college and 
contemplating entering nurses’ training, and 
have become much more interested nurs- 
ing since reading about Hansen’s disease. 
Reading about the faith you people have 
very inspiring and wish you God’s 
blessing the future. 

Mary Seltz 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Miss Seltz entered two 2-year subscrip- 
tions THE STAR, one for herself and 
one for Dr. William Hilgedick, St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Duluth. —Ed. 


* 


Greetings from California. was privileged 
visit Carville this past May when took 
two patients there. subscribed THE 
STAR and enjoy very much. have also 
circulated among friends. have 
spoken organizations and 
groups trying share spreading 
the about disease. One 
friend who heard speak wrote her 
mother Colorado about it, and the latter 
was going give talk her group 
the church. have one “Stars” 
send her. thought that went 
long ways! 

Mr. Stein, know you have many visitors 
but you may recall that was the lady 
whom Mr. Elder brought meet you 


Mail Bag 


home, one Sunday evening. You allowed 
read Dr. Paul Fasal’s paper Hansen’s 
disease that had given the A.M.A. 
San Francisco. had come all the 
way Carville read when live about 
250 miles from Dr. Fasal (San Rafael). 

hope that shall have the privilege 
visiting Carville again. Everyone met 
there was very cordial me. not 
think have ever visited place enjoyed 
more. was especially impressed with the 
fine morale met every place went. How 
would like there during the Christ- 
mas season, Happy holidays all you! 

Eva Barnes 
Visalia, California 


the holiday season, heard from 
many people who had visited Carville dur- 
ing the year. distinctly recall Miss 
who Supervising Public Health 
nurse the Tulare County Health Depart- 
ment. Miss Barnes’ sustained interest 
gratifying indeed. —Ed 


has been enlightening read 
THE STAR the truth about HD. When 
was child (that’s long time ago for 
myself sleep lot times because 
elders told people wandering around 
afflicted with so-called leprosy and that 
even sat the same room with them 
would also become afflicted. 

want tell you that the story 
Black Onyx Dinner Ring” ‘55) 
wonderful piece work, because 
was written true experience. May 
use column little later on? 

Claude King 
Fort Bragg, California 


Mr. King writes column called “Just 
Around the Corner” for the weekly Fort 
Bragg “Advocate-News” and has used 
his column many occasions further 
spread information about Carville. 
service officer hospital, and Cor- 
respondant Mendocino County Voiture 
Locale 912, Forty and That Voiture, 
last year, turned the largest number 
subscriptions THE STAR percentage 
membership the State California. 

November, Mr. King reprinted data 
from the Fort Bragg “Advocate” dated 
Nov. 1905, telling the sad plight 
young woman diagnosed California 
1897 having “leprosy.” contrasted 
that story giving present day informa- 
tion the care and treatment 
patients the U.S. December his column 
was devoted the reprinting the story 
from THE STAR “My Black Onyx Din- 
ner Ring.” —Ed 


It was with a great deal of interest anc 
appreciation that read the story “My 
Black Onyx Dinner suppose most 
have our own “Onyx Rings” for all 
the stories have read about people who, 
through fault their receive and 
adjust some kind “handicap,” most, 
without exception, arrive much the same 
conclusions. That is, they are REAL 
suddenly deprived everything 
thovght made life worth living; that bright, 
sunny, ACTIVE thing. was sentenced 
learned that even this has its compensa- 
tions: the greatest which was to, “Be 
still and know that GOD,” and given 
ing what might have been otherwise, 
would unhesitatingly the former, 
for other way could have learned 
all have about patience, tolerance, 

Frances Lawton 
Clermont Harbor, Miss. 


Mrs. Lawton’s fine 
letter was one many received THE 
STAR applauding Ann Page’s warm human 
interest story. —Ed. 

* * * 


want compliment you the splendid 
work that you are doing with your publica- 


tion. 

was thrilled with your article “News 
Carville Grads” (November ‘55). This 
indicates progress with the new sulfone 
treatment. 

Harvey Merker, Sc.D., Eng. 
Director Scientific Relations 
Parke, Davis Company 

Detroit, Michigan 


* * 


begin another New Year, renew 
subscription very important paper. 
Robert Uskavitch 


LeRoy, New York 
* * * 


Miracle Carville Betty Martin has 
been translated the Greek language. The 
very good magazine tis Ellinithos” 
(World the Greek 
the translation and inserted same its 
four issues from February May 1955. 

The translation was indeed very success- 
ful and all we, the patients, were satisfied 
and greatly moved its reading. are 
thankful the author the book and 
“Kosmos tis Ellinithos.” 

John Spyropoulos 
Patient, Santa Barbara 


Athens, Greece 
* 


sincerest thanks out the staff 
THE STAR for the fine article 
Memoriam” about Father Abbot Paul 
Schaeuble (October Abbot Paul loved 
Carville and all its many happy inhab- 
itants. spoke often about all you, 
that the abbey feel that have 
known you for long time. 

The community joins thanking you 
for the many words praise our beloved 
first With sentiments deepest 
esteem and with blessing, remain. 

Rt. Rev. Columban Thuis, 

Abbot 

St. Joseph’s Abbey 

St. Benedict, La. 
* 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


change the name the 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi. 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * * 


man woman may remain perfect health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 
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Ancient with New Name: 


Hansen’s Disease 


Like number other forms illness, this one has outlived the name 
long associated with it. Our health authorities decided that “leprosy” was too 
jrightening word use reference disease that longer frightful 
used be. another term came into use. The public inclined 
favor the old one, largely perhaps because many people are not very familiar 
with the new name. But, among the medically informed least, you hear 
very little about leprosy and great deal about Hansen’s disease, 


From radio talk John Gibson, Raleigh, North Carolina 


(see Mr. Gibson’s letter Mailbag) 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 
Please send THE STAR to: |New 
Name 
Address 
City Zone State 


Subscription $1.00 per year 


stamps please. 


make checks and money orders payable STAR 


Mail to: 


THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, 
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